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Summary / Translation

Title: Prespes (= northern Greek region on the border with Albania and FYRO Macedonia
around the Prespes Lake): they pull out each year one to three tons of Greek
mountain tea

The mountain tea in the Prespes region is in danger of extinction because of its excessive
collection by Greeks and Albanians. It concerns the species Sideritis raeseri, which grows in
the area at altitudes of 1000-2000 meters.

The forest specialist Giorgos Fotiadis represented Greece at the trinational action plan with
subject the protection of mountain tea in the Prespes region, which was carried out under
an UN program called "Integrated management of the ecosystem in Prespes Basin in
Albania, Greece and FYRO Macedonia" organized by GEF (Global Environment Facility) and
UNDP (United Nations Development Program).

He is quoted as saying: "Unfortunately, the therapeutic properties of the plant cause
exorbitant collection, without control or rules. The number of collectors is unknown, since a
licensing procedure is missing; the ignorance and the false collection methods also
contribute to significant reduction of the occurrence. The biggest problem is, that we are
seeing a massive presence of Albanians who illegally cross the northern border and collect
huge amounts of tea from the region Prespes, estimated one to three tons per year.
Because of the economic crisis, lately we see also Greeks, who collect the tea in large
guantities. Collecting tea for trading, however, is prohibited; this is only allowed for
domestic personal consumption. Those, who illegally gather tea for trading purposes,
destroy it pulling it out together with the roots in order to complete the task faster, or they
cut it off before full bloom. "In order to prevent the extinction of wild mountain tea, G.
Fotiadis suggests the culture of the plant, which guarantees the farmers very good profits.
The mountain tea is considered an endangered species, and is listed as such in lists of the
European Union, Albania and FYRO Macedonia.

Comment of SPARTA NATURA

If Giorgos Fotiadis says that a licensing procedure is missing, he is wrong. According to the
circular dated 27.01.12 the Ministry of Environment gave out quite appropriate directives.
These have perhaps not yet been forwarded to the regional Forest Offices. In 2012 the
ecological awareness concerning Greek mountain tea and its risk of extinction was not very
developed yet, or the problem was not considered important. The big harm, anyway, is
caused by the large number of aforementioned unapproved, illegal collectors and not by
the few holders of authorizations.




Npéomnec: Zepl{WVOUV £Va UE TPELC TOVOUC TGAL TOU Bouvoul Tov XpOvo

Anpootevtnke: Méumtn, 17 Maiov 2012 12:47

Npog e§adavion odnyeital to todL Tou Bouvou Twv MpeoTtwv Adyw TNG AAOYLOTNEG GUAAOYNG TOU OO
‘EAANveG kat AABavouc.

Mpokettal yia to “sideritis raeseri”, €va el60¢ ToayLOU TTOU CUVAVTATOL OTLG OPELVEC TTEPLOXEC TwV MNpeoTIwV
pe upopetpo and 1000—- 2000 pétpa, o Bpoaxwdn Enpd edadn kat o ABadLa aoBecTtoMBLIKWY BloTomwv.
H emiotnuovikn ovopaoia Tou yévoug sideritis, mou meptlapBavel mepimou 150 dtapopeTika €idn,
TIPOEPYETOL Ao TNV EAANVLIKA AEEN "olbnpocg”, akplPwc Adyw TN uPNANC TIEPLEKTIKOTNTAG TOU 6’ AUTO TO
oTtolxeio. AuTo Tto L8Laitepo €160C £xEl GAPUAKEUTIKEG LOLOTNTEG TTOU a€LOTIOLOUVTAL OO TNV apadoaoLakn
LOTPLKI OTNV QVTIHETWITLON TNG Bpoyxitidag, otnv avakoUdLon Tou KowvoU KPUOAOYAHOTOG, GAAA Kal oTnV
KATALOTOAN TOU EUPUOAHATOG TWV TIVEU LOVWV.

«AUOTUXWC, AUTEG OL BEPATIEUTIKEG LOLOTNTEG TOU PUTOU, 06NnNyoUV oTtnv aAoyLotn, Sixwg EAeyxo Kot
KaVOVeG, cUANoyH Tou. O aplBuog Twv CUAAEKTWY gival dyvwaoTtoc, adou eivat mavteAng n ENAewdn
ouoTAUATOG adel0dOTNONG, EVW N AyvoLa Kol oL AaBEUEVEC TIPAKTIKEC (OTwG A.X. To gpllwpa Twv dutwy)
OUVTEAOUV OTN CNUAVTLKA HELWON TwV MANBUCUWYV TOU KAl KOTA CUVETELA 0T SLATAPAEN TWV OLKOTOTWV»
avadépel o Saooldyog Nwpyog PwTLAdNC, 0 OMoLOg EKTTPOCWIINCE T XWPEA LAG OTO TPLEOVEG oXESLO
Spdonc yla to todL tou Bouvou tng MNpéomacg mou vhomolBnke oto mAaiolo Tou nmpoypappotog GEF/
UNDP «OAokAnpwpévn Ataxeipton Olkoouotnuatwy otn Askavn twv Npeonwv og AABavia, MFAM ko
EANGSa».

«To KupLOTEPO TTPOPBANUA ival OTL Stamiotwvoupe abpoa pooéleucn AABavwy, oL OTtoloL TEpVoUV
TIOPAVOLLO TaL cUVOPO KOl GUAAEYOUV ATIO TNV TTEPLOXN TWV MNPECTIWV TEPAOTLEG TTOOOTNTEC TOAYLOU TIOU
OVEPXOVTOL OE €VAV UE TPELG TOVOUC ETNOLWC. Tov TeAeuTalo Kalpo Kot AOyw OLKOVOULKI G KPLoNng Kal ot
EAANveg otpadnkav otnv padllkr) cuAoyn Tou ¢utoU, To omoio MwAETaL 0Tn CUVEXELD, KUpLlwC otV ITaAla,
LE TLUA €va EUPW yLa Ta MOALG 50 ypappdpta Enpou Bapouc» e€nynoe o K.Qwtladng. EKTOg armo to yeyovoc
OTL amalyopeVETAL N GUAANOYH TOU TOAYLOU YLOL EUTTOPLO KL ETIITPETETAL LOVO YL OLKLOKK Xpron, 0oL To
paleVoOUV TTAPAVOUQA, TIPOKELUEVOU VO OAOKANPWOOUV ypriyopa To £€pyo Touc, Eepl{wvouV To $UTO, avti va
KOBouv amAd ta aven ) ta GUAAEYOUV AVWPLLLA, TIPLV arto TV avBodopla.

"H opBr} culoyn Ba mpémel va yivetal kata t dtapketa the avbodoplag Tou tov lovvio kat Tov loUALo,
KOBovVTag LOVO TO OTEAEXOC HE Ta AvOn. Me autov tov tpomo e€acdaliletal o TOAAATMAACLACUOC TOU HECW
Twv onopwv. E¢loou onuavtikn elval kat n anobrikeuor Tou, n onoia Ba pémeL va yivetal péoa o€
BauBaKePEG 1 XAPTIVEG OCAKOUAEC, QMAPALTATWG OTEYVEG Kal KaBapEG Kat ev ouvexela va puldooeTal
HaKpLA amod Tov NALo, TNV uypacia kot Tn okovn» Steukpvilel o K.OwTLAdNC, 0 omoiog mpoteivel w¢ Avon
TNV KOAALEPYELDL TOU TOOYLOU, KOABWGE amo éva oTpEUpa Umopel va mpoéNBeL mapaywyn nepimou 1000 KWV
vwrou ¢utol.

«Dapuako» yLa tn Bpoyxitida kat to acOua

To aroKOAOUEVO WG «TOAL TOU Bouvou» oTa EAANVLKA, «TOAL LAALY 0TA AABAVIKA KAl € COPTIALAVIVOKL
ToAw 1 «todL g Oxpidac» otnv MFAM, pumopel va BewpnOel €éva and ta anelhovpeva 16n putwy TNG
TepLoxnG twv MNpeomwv. MaAlota, mepAAUPBAVETOL OTOV KATAAOYO TWV « AAAWV CNUAVTIKWY EL6WV GUTWV»
™G odnyiag 92/43/EOK tng Eupwmnaikng Evwong, oto Kokkivo BiBAio Tng AABaviog pe KaBeoTwg
anelholevwy e e€adavion eldwv kal otn AloTa TwV EL06WV ONUAVTIKWY TtEPLOXWV putwv tng NrAM.
XpnoLomoLElTaL EUPEWC WG AVAAYNTLKO YL TN KELWON TNG EVTAONG TWV CUUMTWHATWY acBevelwy, OTIWG N
Bpoyxitida kat to dcOua, yia TNV avakoudLlon amod To Brixa Kol Toug TOVoUG TG KOWALAG, OAAA KoL WG
adEPnua yla tnv euxapLlotn Kat tTn SpocLoTIK Tou yeuon. To ekXUALOUA Tou daivetal va €xeL
aVTLPAEYUOVWEELG, AVTLULKPOPBLOKES, avTIBakTnPLOLaKEG SPACELS, KABWE KaL AVILPEU LATIKES LOLOTNTEC.
Entiong, Adyw TNG mapouasiag LxvooTolxelwv 0w 0 oldnpog KoL To 0EAAVLO, TO EKXUALOUA TOU
TMepAAUBAVETAL OE TOPACKEUACGHATA TTOU XPNOLUOTIOLOUVTAL YLa TNV KATATIOAE NG TNE avaLuiag.



